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Let’s start this with that evil nun who mandated 
that boys were not allowed to take the typing  

classes in high school because she thought we just 
wanted to flirt with the girls. As a result, I spend 

my typing time staring at the keyboard and typing 
with two fingers on each hand. It’s called the 

“hunt and peck” school of typing. 

How I wish I could send her an email that              
I would type with only my two middle fingers.  

Then there are the keyboards with the letters   
printed with dry erase ink that disappears after 

about a week of typing. Complain to the          
manufacturer and they sell you a keyboard with 
led lights flashing to further obstruct your view. 

 Logitech came to my rescue with blank keys. The 
letters are  transparent and the led light is beneath 
them. Couldn't miss finding the key if you tried. 

Those typing classes featured manual typewriters 
and stood up to years of abuse where the only     

problem encountered was changing the ribbon. The 
ribbons cost more than the keyboards that come with 
computers. Then you have to figure out if you want 
wireless or cable...as well as the mouse. The buttons 

about the size of your little fingernail got plugged 
into the computer USB...as technology marched 

ahead and confused you with 2.0 vs 3.0 (whatever 
the hell that is).  

At the right is a picture of the typewriter I used       
for decades until it got lost in a move. 

Now I seem to replace my computer every other year 
as Microsoft “upgrades” their software but my         

computer doesn’t have some magical code in the   
operating system to handle it.  

One manual typewriter lasƟng about 20 years. 

New computer every other year to keep up                                    
with MicrosoŌ’s markeƟng genius. 

Please keep reading...I’ve only just begun my ranƟng and raving... 



At my age, I’ve gone from MS DOS to Windows 11 
and have several boxes of cables to prove it.            

Of course, you need a new computer almost every 
time the operating system changes. Take a look at 

the backside of any computer and you’ll find one of 
the hundreds of connections (at right) required to 

allow you to start typing.  

And of course, you’ve tossed that one cable you 
need just about a week before you needed it. 

Your option is to dig through the trash to find it or 
start a whole new collection (always a “Best Seller” 

on Amazon Prime with overnight delivery). 

I could go on several more pages about the          
hardware. But, let’s take a look at the software.    
It’s anything but soft. Remember the “lifetime”   

purchase of the software? Then they jiggled the code 
so you need the updates which some marketing    

genius now says is a subscription.          

Oh, and then there’s the “free” trial... BUT they 
want your credit card number in order to try the 

FREE “new and  improved” software.                           
I don’t think they know what those words mean.   

Microsoft’s Publisher software is the least offensive 
way to create newsletters, which I do every week.  

Microsoft is eliminating it with no replacement    
except for their suggestion of using their Word   

software. That’s like trading your Maserati for a 
Schwinn bicycle. Maybe they’ll include a playing 

card you can stick in the spokes so it’s sounds cool? 

Please read on...I’ve only just begun... 



Ever hear the term “bloatware? That’s the          
software in your new computer that came with the 

software you bought. If I wanted the extra         
software, I would have bought it. Takes a tech    

level user to figure out how to get rid of the      
bloatware so you can use the software you         

ordered without getting a notice every few minutes 
with pop ups (they’re called that instead of rude 
interruptions) telling you the bloatware is really  

worth buying.  

The software you did buy is almost as bad. I have 
an imaginary picture of the guy who created that 

software (at right). Like bloatware, he adds 
“features” I never would have bought like One 

Drive. Maybe someone can pass along a message 
to him from me: 

“Listen up idiot...I do not want to save my file to OneDrive. 
I want to save it in my computer...on my monitor...that      

I own...in my house...so I can find it again.” 

Before you use the software you bought, you have to 
agree to a legal document explaining their terms and 

conditions. Their lawyers spent more time on this 
document than the tech that wrote the code for the 
software. The lawyer got paid a hell of a lot more 
than the tech guy...included in the software price. 

Hang on now...I’m going to address the password 
phenomenon: easy fix...change all my passwords to 

“incorrect” and then “they” will tell me what my 
password is.  Of course, “they” never tell you   
whether it’s my username or password that’s         

incorrect so maybe that won’t work.  

You try changing your password and “they” tell you 
your new password can’t be the same as your old       
password. “They” lied when “they” said it was              

incorrect? Of course “they” will send a new one to 
an email and you forgot the password for that email.  

Then that keyboard problem could come back to bite 
you...you enter the password but didn’t notice that 

you accidentally hit the CAPS LOCK. Easy 
fix...remove the CAPS LOCK button from your   
keyboard. There wasn’t one on my typewriter.   

Why is there one on my computer’s keyboard?    
And about those F buttons at the top...  

...I’m afraid to ask “them” what the F with numbers  
at the top row will do to my computer. 

Remember when our computers 
would scream when they went 
online? We should have paid 

closer attention to that warning. 

 Some of you don’t know what      
a disk is, floppy or not. 

Stay with me...only one more page in this diatribe. 

Once you get online with your computer, here are 
some of the facts of life that will make you wonder 

why you bought the thing in the first place... 



...ever notice how well kids have taken to this computer/internet thingy?  

Some have opted for what used to be called a phone to surf the net, complete 
with all the software and password problems noted previously. Just a smaller 
screen and a keyboard in a device that fits in your pocket...so you can sit on it 

and destroy the screen. 

 The young lady at right might be a cautionary tale for you? 

Lesson learned...keep your computer away from your kids. You might be able 
to dazzle them with your content, but they’ll be chuckling as you try to fit your 
thumbs on your phone’s keyboard (if you can find it). I quit at an early stage of 
trying to transition from a computer to a smart phone. Too many dumb people 

own one. I’m looking for an app to remove my number from their phones. 

I did find a solution to that thumb problem (at left).                              

Yes, that’s a real product costing about $150.00 which would           
duplicate what you started with...a keyboard and a computer.   

Sanity and common sense are what’s missing in the computer            
world. That marketplace is filled with the people who control it that     

I have been referring to as “them” and “they”.   

I have other names but that young lady may be listening. 

Somewhere out there is a small but elite group of 
people who understand my frustrations. They would 
be able to fix any of my computer problems without 

telling me HOW they fixed it.  

That’s like asking someone for the time and they tell 
you how their watch is made...or worse yet...show 
me how they can access the internet ON THEIR 

WATCH! 

If you know someone that could help, let me know. 
I’d offer my phone number, but I forgot it.  

Frank Siegler has hated computers since his first purchase in 1979.           
He has come up with various tech workarounds to publish a newsletter     

every Saturday and figured out how to take pictures with his smart phone.           
He even (almost) mastered WordPress software and has a website 
www.franksiegler.com. His grandkids call him The Geezer Geek.  


